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to keep them, was ready to make sacrifices that
France would not have consented to. On the other
hand the Anglo-Saxons in America \vere more
divided than the French. These states, peopled with
dissenters, difficult characters and subjects with no
feeling of loyalty, were jealous of one another,
and seemed scarcely capable of uniting for co-
operative action; while the French colonies, "well
administered by faithful soldiers of the king, could
form and carry out great schemes."

In fact French colonists' heroism, valour and
unselfishness promised every hope. There was a
select body to govern the royal possessions; and
an admirable understanding of the native races
did away with clashes and friction; and a firmly
exercised humaneness rallied many different peoples
round the fleur-de-lys.

Unfortunately the work accomplished in Canada
and India by men deserving of the greatest praise
was of little interest to the nation. They lacked a
colonizing spirit, that spirit that could rouse all
William Pitt's England to the defence of distant
lands; that spirit possessed by the London -worker
as well as by sailor, soldier, magistrate and lord of
the admiralty.

In France people rarely looked at maps; they did
not know the moral and economic value of the
regions where spices and rare things came from.
The events of their daily life, echoes from Court
and city, works of art and literature claimed their
attention and were enough to occupy the minds of
nobility and commons.